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Eighth Annual Stand Up Award
Nominee Essay

In 2008, the Penn State Rock Ethics Institute inaugurated the Stand Up Award to honor Penn State
undergraduate students who have demonstrated courage, fortitude, and ethical leadership by taking
a stand for a person, a cause, or a belief. This award and the individuals it honors should remind the
entire Penn State community of how often the extraordinary act is possible in ordinary circumstances.
Nominees for this award must have demonstrated ethical leadership, either at Penn State or in the
community, and should have fostered the ethical development of their peers. Although your
nominator will provide a letter on your behalf, ethical leaders should be able to describe their actions,
articulate their reasons for acting, and discuss how these actions exemplify ethical leadership in their
own words. The following three-part essay gives you the opportunity to do that. Please complete
each part as thoroughly as you can, while keeping the total count for all three parts at 750
words or less. Before submitting, be sure to read the conditions outlined below and either initial
or check the box at the end of this form to indicate your agreement.
Conditions of Award:
In addition to attending the award ceremony in April 2015 Stand Up Awardees will be photographed
for posters publicizing the award, and interviewed for a video presentation. Examples of previous
posters and videos are available at www.StandUpPSU.com.
Please initial or check the box below to indicate (a) that you are willing and able to participate in the
award ceremony, to be photographed for the poster, and interviewed for the video, and (b) that you
agree to give the Rock Ethics Institute editorial discretion in relation to both the interview and the
poster (including the design of the poster and choice of image). If you have any questions about these
matters, please contact Rob Peeler (rjp218@psu.edu), Communications and Digital Media Coordinator,
The Rock Ethics Institute.

By initialing or checking this box, I indicate my willingness to be considered for the
2015 Stand Up Award under the above-specified conditions. This form is editable and
must be checked in order for your application to be processed.
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Essay Part I: Use the space below to describe the actions that are most relevant to your nomination
for the Stand Up Award. This form is editable and typing your response below is preferred.
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Essay Part II: Please use the space below to describe the process of ethical reasoning that led to your
action (or actions) (e.g., what facts were most significant and how did you determine their ethical
relevance?; what ethical principles or values guided your deliberation and how did they inform the
decisions you reached?) This form is editable and typing your response below is preferred.
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Essay Part III: Please use the space below to tell us how your actions demonstrated ethical leadership
(e.g., how did your actions serve as an example of doing the right thing?; how do they provide a
model that others might emulate?; how have others been influenced in positive ways by your
actions?) This form is editable and typing your response below is preferred.
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